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òThe people who need some help with their lives, whether itõs because of a natural òThe people who need some help with their lives, whether itõs because of a natural   

disaster, struggling to live day to day or just trying to take care of their families, disaster, struggling to live day to day or just trying to take care of their families,   

are the people Community Action is here to serve.ó are the people Community Action is here to serve.ó   
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Community Action, Inc.Community Action, Inc.   

2011 Annual Report2011 Annual Report   



Mission, Vision and ValuesMission, Vision and Values   
Our Mission Summary 

To alleviate the causes and conditions of poverty through the 
promotion of public policy that helps those in poverty move to greater 
self-reliance; and by providing services and resources that meet basic 

needs, promote self-reliance and enhance the quality of life for  
individuals and families in Clay, Dickinson, Geary, Jefferson, 

McPherson, Ottawa, Riley, Saline, Shawnee and Wabaunsee counties 
of Kansas. 

 

Our Motto 
Helping People Help Themselves 

 

Our Promise 
Community Action, Inc. changes peopleõs lives, embodies the spirit of 

hope, improves communities, and makes America a better place 
to live. We care about the entire community and are dedicated to  

helping people help themselves and each other. 
 

Our Vision 
For Individuals and Families -  All people have the òtoolsó 

needed to thrive.ó 
 

For the Communities That We Serve -  Every sector contributes to the 
full range of experiences that create a high quality of life for all  

community members. 
 

For Community Action, Inc. - The agency environment supports  
associates, volunteers and constituents as they work together to 

achieve the agencyõs mission. 

 

Collaboration: 
 

Commitment: 
 

Diversity: 
 
 
 

Integrity: 
 

Helpfulness: 
 

Professionalism: 
 
 
 

Respect: 
 
 

Stewardship: 

OUR VALUES 
We seek partnerships that create benefits for 
individuals and families. 
We live The Promise of Community Action, 
Inc. 
Community Action, Inc. mirrors the diversity of 
our communities. Our governing bodies  
include low-income people, local public 
officials and business and community groups. 
We are committed to the highest level of  
ethical conduct in all that we do. 
We want to say òyes.ó If we canõt help, weõll 
find someone who can. 
We are committed to providing quality  
products and effective solutions and to       
maintaining essential knowledge and 
technical expertise. 
We view all people as individuals who are due 
courtesy, fairness and our respect. We treat 
people the way we want to be treated. 
We respect our fiduciary responsibilities for 
the resources entrusted to us. 
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PurposePurpose  

In a letter to U.S. Senator Jerry Moran of Kansas: òI have become aware of possible funding   
being cut for Community Action in Topeka. Community Action has a long-standing partnership 
with many organizations in McPherson County. Community Actionõs Jewell Welch has provided 
information about resources and programs that has enabled us to address homes in need of  
repair, bringing a community of volunteers to assist those in need, and establishing the   
McPherson Housing Coalition that works to provide affordable housing for many McPherson 
residents. Please do what you can to keep Community Action funded.ó 

ð Jennifer Burch, McPherson Chamber of Commerce Executive Director 



2011 Award Winners2011 Award Winners   
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ServiceService  
òMy motto is to keep moving and encouraging myself 
and to give back to the community.ó  
ð Carmelthia Fields, Personal Achievement Honoree 

Velma Paris Humanitarian Award: Senator Laura KellyVelma Paris Humanitarian Award: Senator Laura Kelly   
Bestowed on a government official who makes outstanding contributions in promoting the 
principles of Community Action 
 

Senator Kelly has been a dedicated and tireless champion for young children and families,    
including increasing the number of children and families in Kansas Head Start by 50 percent 
over the past five years and creating the Early Childhood Block Grant, which funds evidence-
based programs across the state. She was appointed in 2003 to the Childrenõs Cabinet and Trust 
Fund, which administers the Childrenõs Initiative fund -- a major source of support for early 
learning programs. 

Bill McCormick Community Action Bill McCormick Community Action   

Person of the Year: Tamika SellarsPerson of the Year: Tamika Sellars   
Board of Directorsõ selection who makes significant contributions to 

specific activities or long-term efforts that have helped achieve agency goals 
 

Tamika is a parent with a child in Early Head Start at Community Action, Inc.  She has taken a 
strong leadership position in advocacy at the local, state, and national level. Within the past year 
she has attended Head Start conferences, visited congressional representatives in Washington, 
DC, testified before State Senate and House Committees, churches and businesses and become 

a member of the Kansas Head Start Associationõs Board of Directors.   

Personal Achievement Award: Carmelthia FieldsPersonal Achievement Award: Carmelthia Fields   
Earned by an agency consumer who demonstrates that Community Action works and sends 
a positive message to others in poverty 
 

Carmelthia, a single mother of three, had a child enrolled at Head Start.  When Community     
Action first met her she was homeless and unemployed. By working with her case manager at 
Head Start she was able to obtain full-time employment with Community Action in 2009, move 
into an apartment and return to school to work on a bachelorõs degree in social work. She views 
her previous life challenges as òstepping stones and not hindrances.ó She recently left the 
workforce to go back to school full-time to make a better future for herself and her family. 

Award for Collaborative Excellence (ACE):Award for Collaborative Excellence (ACE):   

Mentor Coaching Demonstration ProjectMentor Coaching Demonstration Project   
Presented to a company or organization that significantly contributes to the fulfillment of 

Community Actionõs mission 
 

The Mentor Coaching Demonstration Project is the only program of its type in Kansas to receive 
federal funding and has established strong relationships with community partners like Child 

Care Aware of NE and N. Central Kansas, Sheldon Head Start, and the Family Service and Guid-
ance Center. Dedicated staff representing these organizations have worked hard so that the pro-

ject successfully improves the quality of home visitation and classroom services. 

Dina Turner 

Eleanor Strecker 

Jodi Anderson 


