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2011 Community Action Award Winners

Helping People
Help Themselves Since 197
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6th.

t Executive Director Sue Wheatley was recognized for her 38 years of service to
Community Action, Inc. and Central and Northeast Kansas.

Wheatley began her long run at the agency in 1973 when it employed less than 10
people. She became executive director in 1987 and for the past 24 years has led the
dayto-day operations of a growing neprofit that now employs 80 people.
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agency programming has grown to fit the needs of not only those in the direst of
circumstances (emergency services) but children and families (through programming
like Head Start, the annual BakSchool Fair, Safe Kids Shawnee County, Latino
Family Development, and The First Tee of Shawnee County) our senior neighbors
(through various services for the elderly) and others (Tax Assistance, Counseling and
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{ $7,052,263 in 2011.
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remain an active member of the Community Action family.

The Personal Achievement Award winner was Carmelthia Fields
The Personal Achievement Award is given annually to an af
consumer who, with the assistance of the agency, has increased
his ability to be seifeliant.

Fields, a single mother of three, had a child enrolled in Head Start.
Community Action first met her she was homeless and unemploye
working with her case manager at Head Start she was able to ©
full-time employment with Community Action in 2009, move into
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full-time to make a better future for herself and her family.
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t The Bill McCormick Community Action Person of the Year award
winner was Tamika Sellar§.he Bill McCormick Community Action Person

of the Year is selected annually by the agency's board and recognizes an
individual who has made a significant contribution to a specific activity or
who has made an outstanding lotgrm effort that has furthered
progress toward the achievement of agency goals.

Sellars is a parent with a child in Early Head Start at Community Action,
Inc. She has taken a strong leadership position in advocacy at the local,
state, and national level. Within the past year she has attended Head

Start conferences, visited congressional representatives in Washington,
DC, testified before State Senate and House Committees, churches, and
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Board of Directors.
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The Velma Paris Humanitarian Award winner was Kansas Siat
Senator Laura KellyThe Velma Paris Humanitarian Award is g
annually to a government official who has made outstanc
contributions to promote the principles of Community Action.

Senator Kelly has been a dedicated and tireless champion for
children and families, including increasing the number of children
families in Kansas Head Start by 50 percent over the past five yea
creating the Early Childhood Block Grant, which funds evidbased
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fund -- a major source of support for early learning programs.

The Kansas Head Start Association also recently
recognized Senator Kelly for her leadership on

issues that positively affect young children with a

State Champion Award at its Region VIl awards
ceremony on April 6.

t The Award for Collaborative Excellence winner
was the Mentor Coaching Demonstration Project.

The ACE is presented annually to a company or
organization that has significantly contributed to
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advocate for and improve the lives of lemcome
people.

The Mentor Coaching Demonstration Project is the
only program of its type in Kansas to receive federal funding and has established strong relationships with communit
partners like Child Care Aware of Northeast and North Central Kansas, USD 501/Sheldon Head Start, and the Far
Service and Guidance Center. Dedicated staff representing these organizations have worked hard so that the proje
successfully improves the quality of home visitation and classroom activities. Honorees pictured are (L to R) Joc
Anderson, Michele Berg, Heather Appenfeller, Scott Henson, and Karen Rogenmoser.



