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To alleviate the causes and
conditions of poverty through
the promotion of public policy

that helps those in poverty

move to greater seftliance
and by providing services and

resources that meet basic need

promote sekreliance and
enhance the quality of life for
individuals and families.

THE PROMISE OF
COMMUNITY ACTION

Community Action changes

peopl eds
spirit of hope, improves
communities and makes

America a better place to live.

We care about the entire
community, and we are
dedicated to helping people

help themselves and each other,
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SPECIAL
ISSUE

Jobs, services created, expanded to help vulnerable in bad economy

S, MID CALLS TO RESPOND TO THE 2008
economic downturn and provide assis-
tance to the nation’s most vulnerable citi-

zens, the U.S. Congress acted through adopting

the 2009 American Recovery and Reinvestment

Act.

Now, more than 20 months after President

Obama signed the act in Denver, it has drawn to a
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The near failure of the nation’s financial sector
in 2008 exposed many low- and middle-income
Americans to a host of economic harms, including
unemployment and underemployment and deep-
ening debt, as well as higher mortgage payments
and foreclosures.

The U.S. Congress and the president, on the
dvise of a plethora of economists from both sides
of the political aisle, acted to infuse government
money into the nation’s ailing economy.

ARRA made nearly $800 billion in new federal
funds available to jumpstart the nation’s economy
through creating and saving jobs and spurring
economic activity, as well as investing in long-term
economic growth.

IMPACTS

The Congressional Budget Office, comprised
of Congress’ non-partisan economic and budget
analysts, estimates that ARRA has added 1.4 mil-
lion to 3.3 million people to the employment rolls
through the second quarter of this year.

Additionally, the CBO found that, during the
same period, ARRA increased the number of hours
worked. In other words, without ARRA many full-
time workers would have become part-timers and

fewer workers would have worked overtime.

Some of the ARRA funds were directed at wea-
therizing the homes of low-income people and
families and educating their pre-school-aged chil-
dren as well.

Nationally $1 billion dollars went to bolster
programs and initiatives funded through the

See ARRA, Page 2, Column 1
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President Obama signs the 2009 American Reeevery and I
FReinvestment Act on Febrtary 17, 2009 in Denver as
Vice-President Biden looks on.
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Community Services Block Grant (CSBG).

Weatherization activities across the
nation received a $5 billion dollar increase.
Those activities helped make homes more
energy efficient and reduce utility costs for
those least able to afford them and most
affected by the bad economy.

National Head Start and Early Head
Start funding received a $2 billion bump to
serve 60,000 more eligible children and
enhance the quality of those programs.

Kansas received nearly $95 million in
ARRA Weatherization funds, while on the
Head Start side Kansas received nearly $6
million that enabled 592 additional Kansas
children to receive Head Start and Early
Head Start services and created 151 new
jobs. Kansas received an additional $8.3
million in CSBG funding, too.

In Community Action’s service area,
the impacts of ARRA funds have been pro-
found, affecting people and counties across
Central and Northeast Kansas.

Some examples of specific Community
Action ARRA activities include supporting
affordable housing opportunities in Clay
Center, Leonardville and Topeka and part-

nerships with a number of area help agen-
cies, including;

e Housing and Credit Counseling, Inc.
(Shawnee County)

e Kansas
County)

e East Topeka Senior Center, Papan’s
Landing Senior Center, and Topeka
LULAC Senior Center (all in Shawnee

Services  (Shawnee

Legal

County)
e  Topeka Metropolitan Transit Author-
ity (free bus passes in Shawnee

“For our American story is not — and has never been — about things coming easy. It’s about rising to the moment

when the moment is hard, converting crisis into opportunity, and seeing to it that
we emerge from whatever trials we face stronger than we were before.”

— President Barack Obama, ARRA signing ceremony, Denver, Colorado, February 17, 2009
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County)

e Catholic Charities of Salina (Clay,
Geary Counties)

e Churches United in
(McPherson County)

e Volunteer Connection (Saline County)

e  Central Kansas Mental Health Center
(Saline and Ottawa Counties)

e  Kids in Cirisis (Dickinson County)

e Three Rivers (Clay County)

e  Family Resource Exchange (Dickinson
County)

ARRA funding also has helped Safe
Kids Shawnee County and The First Tee of
Shawnee County to continue or expand
programming,.

SUCCESS STORIES

Community Action, through its CSBG,
Head Start and Weatherization ARRA allo-
cations, was able to bring on new staff
members, including funding to train four
people (Child Development Associate
graduates Kat Hayes, Whitney Lucky, and
Tiffany Taylor; and Commercial Drivers
License graduate Jody Randol) who later
became permanent staff members; as well as
funds to hire a Quality Assurance Coordi-
nator for the program (Wendy Coonrod); a
Program Support Specialist (Manuel Gar-
cia), who later became an agency Weatheri-

Ministry

zation Inspector; and a Bilingual Commu-
nity Services Assistant (Jessica Villegas).

The success of these employees was so
resounding that they were recognized in
October at Community Action’s annual
meeting with the Team Spirit Award, which
honors departmental service to the agency
and community.

On receiving her CDA, Kat Hayes said,
“Now that I have my Infant/Toddler CDA,
I feel that I am finally moving forward with
my life and goals. I know that I have some-
thing to be proud of and my daughter can
look up to the work that I do. Itis all I ever
wanted to do and now I feel like my goals
and dreams have come true.”

Tiffany Taylor said, “To have my CDA
means a lot because now I will be doing
what I want to do with the rest of my life. I
love working with the children at Head
Start.”

Whitney Lucky said, “I am very happy
to receive my CDA. It is something that I
always dreamt of doing but I thought
would never happen. Thanks to the ARRA
grant and Community Action for giving me
a chance to move forward in life and with
my career.”

CDL graduate Jody Randol said, “This

program has given me the chance to seek

DATABASE LINES ARRA AT WORK IN CENTRAL AND NORTHEAST KANSAS

See ARRA, Page 3, Column 1

*
: Head Start ARRA funds created 12 new jobs and 24 full
full - year child care slots

- day, 4 ARRA funding enabled Community Action to complete twice

as many home projects this year compared to last year

*
* k

RECOVERY.GOY

Two modular units were acquired for added Head Start
classroom space

4 ARRA provided six months funding for Safe Kids Shawnee
County




"I've always believed that the toughest moments present the biggest opportunities...With this recovery package, CAP-LINES
we'll be creating jobs, saving jobs, and putting money in people's pockets. That's what this is about -- getting
America moving again... This is the first step in rebuilding America.” SPECIAL ARI_{A ISSUE * PAGE 3
— Vice President Joe Biden at the U.S. Department of Transportation, March 3, 2009 www.cactiontopeka.com
ARRA. from Pag e?2 said, “The $15,000 ARRA grant we re-
)

ceived has done so much to help people we
would have been unable to help or not
help as much. The money we received
helped people to relocate, to acquire medi-
cal equipment they needed due to catastro-
phic illnesses, or with propane bills so that
other obligations could be met.”

“One family we helped involved 'Rob’
and his wife, both stricken with cancer,”
Blake said. “He died about a month after
coming to us for assistance, and his wife
then had to face bills related to his death
and funeral and the stress and bills associ-
ated with her cancer and chemotherapy.

“The ARRA funds helped to take some
of the stress off her until she could get her -
life back on track and return to work. She
found two smaller cancer funds in the

See ARRA, Page 4, Column 1

- Community Action Directory

ADMINISTRATION

EARLYHEAD STARTHOMEMSITATION
Hancock Center

1000 SE Hancock

Topeka, KS 666071578

Phone: 785235-9561 (866-235-9561)
Fax: 785235-9564

COMMUNITYSERVICES HOUSINGAND HOME
SERVICES WEATHERIZATIONV INTERIZATION
CACFP, 8FeKIDS, ARSTTEE

Swygart Center

621 SE Swygart

Topeka, KS 666072070

Phone: 785235-9296 (800-792-7056)
Housing, Home Svcs.: 78235-9296
Weatherization/Winterization: 785232-3499
CACFP: 78%232-3258

Safe Kids, First Tee: 78235-9296

Fax: 785290-3200

HEADSTART

Hudson Center

2410 SE Highland Ave.

Topeka, KS 666071765

Phone: 785266-0245 (800-792-8039)
Fax: 7852664967

DATABASE LINES ARRA AT WORK IN CENTRAL AND NORTHEAST KANSAS

Partnerships were formed with community groups in Clay, enrolled in The First Tee of Shawnee County
Dickinson, Geary, McPherson, Ottawa, Saline, Shawnee and ¢ Atotal of 236 free bus passes were distributed

RECOVERY.S0V

Wabaunsee counties ¢ 398 unduplicated seniors received transportation services i k3 I
A 12 - passenger van was purchased to transport youngsters &  Funds aided three Back - to - School Fairs




