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HE PAST YEARõS CHALLENGES AND ACCOM-

PLISHMENTS  were marked at Community Ac-
tionõs annual meeting, held on October 13 at the 

Ramada Hotel and Convention Center. 
 Board and staff members, a Head Start collabora-
tion and parents, and a state legislator were recognized 
for their service. 

L IFETIME  ACHIEVEMENT  
 Executive Director Susan Wheatley was recognized 
for her 38 years of service to Community Action, Inc.  
 Wheatley, who plans to retire in December, began 
in 1973 when Shawnee County Community Assistance 
and Action (as it was called then) employed less than 10 
people. She became executive director in 1987 and for 
the past 24 years has led the day-to-day operations of a 
growing non-profit that now employs 80 people and 
serves thousands of individuals and families in Central 
and Northeast Kansas. 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT  AWARD 
 Carmelthia Fields won the Personal Achievement 
Award, given annually to an agency consumer who 
òdemonstrates that Community Action works and 
sends a positive message to others struggling in pov-
erty.ó 
 When Fields first came to Community Action she 
was homeless and unemployed. Soon afterwards she 
had a child enrolled in the agencyõs Head Start program, 
gained full-time employment with Community Action, 
moved into an apartment and returned to school to 
work on a bachelorõs degree in social work. Fields re-
cently left the workforce to attend school full-time. 

BILL  MCCORMICK  COMMUNITY  ACTION  
PERSON OF THE  YEAR 

 Tamika Sellars won the Bill McCormick Community 
Action Person of the Year Award, bestowed            
annually by the Community Action board òto recognize        
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COMMUNITY ACTIONõS 
MISSION SUMMARY 

To alleviate the causes and conditions of poverty 

through the promotion of public policy that helps 

those in poverty move to greater self-reliance and by 

providing services and resources that meet basic needs,  

promote self-reliance and enhance the quality of life 

for individuals and families. 

THE PROMISE OF  
COMMUNITY ACTION 

Community Action changes peopleõs lives,  

embodies the spirit of hope, improves communities 

and makes America a better place to live. 

We care about the entire community, 

and we are dedicated to helping people 

help themselves and each other. 

Helping People 

Help Themselves Since 1970 
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Help people help themselves.  

Please donate: www.cactiontopeka.com  


