Community Action, Inc,

2 CAP-LINES E
s 2009

SerVing Central and Northeast Kansas

COMMUNITY ACTION G5 May marks 45 years of Community Action

MISSION SUMMARY . : ] L.
OKeeping Our moRmnd MireSvai@l pio-S From Johnson and Sargent
To alleviate the causes and theme of Community grams, although some of theShriver, the first director of the
conditions of poverty through Action Month this year original programs, like Head Office of Economic Opportu-

the promotion of public policy T HE YEAR WAS 1964 THE nity (OEO; the agency that

that helps those in poverty directly administered oversight
Beatles rocked

move to greater setkliance _ " _and funding to the
and by providing services and Ed Sullivan. Thessa i e “ - es ] CAASs) to current Presi-

Lv |
resources that meet basic need$ 0rd Motor Co. intro dent Barack Obama and

promote selfeliance and duced the MustanCE e v ,John n\ql - g|Kathleen Sebelius,
enhance the quality of life for Rev. Dr. Martin Luthe ; ' newly minted Health

individuals and families. ~ King, Jr. accepted th: ﬁ Commur"ty ce and Human Services
Nobel Peace Prize. Ar Head.Start” secretary (HHS admin-
President Lyndon Johi Action isters the competitive

THE PROMISE OF son introd at 45 'Kf"dfse § Community  Services
/ Block Grant, or CSBG,

I |
COMMUNITY ACTION on Poverty.
An integral part o which provides a por-

Community Action changes J ohnsonos L% N7 i on of each
peopl eds | i ve sreationmbfoGbmmusnityWEire i Ae funding), Community
spirit of hope, improves Action Agencies (CAAs) to, as = Action continues to
communities and makes he put it Astrf : = dthel pspeopl e hel
America a better place to live. source-- in the streets of our SUSILo MR~ A The road hasno
cities and on the farms of ourStart, still exist and thrive. been smooth. From attempts to
We care abouttheentre Countryside. . . 0 Now, 45 years later, Com-abolish the CAAs to the aboli-
community, and we are Now, 45 years later, CAAs munity Action continues to tion of the OEO to the
dedicated to helping people 100k quite a bit different than keep its promise to those inestablishment of competitive
help themselves and each otheithey did in 1964. There arepoverty (see opposite). See MONTH, Pg. 2, Col. 3
In This Issue Community Action is on the web!
Community Action Month Provides another way for lines, and administration aretion of Community Action Pro-

Website community to access included at the website andgrams (KACAP; which gra-
agency services. staff navigable from the homepage.ci ous | vy hosted

Head Start A ACal endar wdbpaevee years and aplace
Board Profile: ATCH ouT! Breaki ng Ne ws oforifusre linksctd athéreCbm- a t
Dana Singleton Community Action, the homepage listing upcomingnunity Action partner agen-
History of CAAS _ In_c. has mer_ged ontoevents and Iape brgaking news.cies. S

the information superhighway. Program links include con-  Stop by soon and visit with
Community Services The agency 0 gact wredrmsatidne and aus! END

www.cactiontopeka.com is A Frequently Asked uestionso
navigable and construction islink that provides an-

Agency Directory almost complete. swers to some of thE

Home and Housing

Habitat for Humanity Agency programs, staff, most commonly
board of directors compositionasked question
and membership, mission/about Commumty
vision, values, code of ethics,Action and its,
commumty locations/directions, employ- services.
Ac ’0" ment application, CAR.ines _ The ngsit
PARTNERSHIP newsletters, brochures, annuahcludes a link to
Helping People. Changing Lives. reports, program income guidethe Kansas Associa-
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0 President Barack Obama, in his address to a joint session of Congress, February 24, 2009

g Stimulus funds on the way; Kansas  MONTH, from Pg. 1

Start H H H i i
Preschool Program trial in Rossville  CSBG funding and continual Congres-
sional intervention to maintain even those
Head Start, Early Head Start to K ANSAS PRESCHOOL PROGRAM funds, the nation6s
receive more than $2 billion: Three Kansas communities, Coffeywork has persevered and grown to help 13

. ville, Liberal and Rossville, are currentlymillion low-income people annually to
KPP stresses partnerships participating in a statewide project thatchieve economic stability.
EDERAL DOLLARS DIRECTED TO promotes early learning and forging com- The work of the CAAs is particularly
childhood education soon will ar- munity partnerships. important during the recent economic
rive in Kansas as part of the na- Funding for the KPP is through thedownturn, where millions of people
tional stimulus package, while a stateKans a s Chil dr en6s aocasbthenration have discovered ghat
demonstration program encouragingrund. Partners include the Kansas Depattey are just a paycheck or two away
school districts and child care providers tanent of Education, the KU Center forfrom poverty.
partner is slated for nearby Rossville. Research, school districts, Head Starts Community Action, Inc., through pro-
Nationally, Head Start will receive $1 and child care providers. The first classgrams like Homeless Prevention (rental
billion, while Early Head Start will re- rooms will open in August. and utility assistance), Free Tax Prepara-
ceive $1.1 billion. Additionally, Head The KPP is modeled after the twotion and Counseling, Commodity Deliv-
Start will receive another $235 million for yearold PreK Pilot Project, which re- ery, Eye Exams/Glasses, Prescription
fiscal year 2009. quires that programs meet or exceed WMssistance, Durable Medical Equipment,
The funding increases mean that Headationally recognized standards of qualittnd Shoe Vouchers, provides a caring
Start can serve 16,600 more childrenand that those programs create partndnand to catch those who have fallen
while Early Head Start can serve 55,008hips serving at least 50 percentriak through the cracks and to help put them
more pregnant women, infants, toddlershildren. on the road to seKufficiency.
and their families. The demonstration projects recently And programs like the Family Insti-
Head Start funding also includes im-were cited before the U.S. House Educadute, The First Tee of Shawnee County,
proving staff compensation and trainingtion Committee for encouraging partnertatino Family Development, Safe Kids
upgrading centers and classrooms, inships and delivering highuality services Shawnee County, Weatherization/
creasing hours of operation and enhancinghile more effectively using Winterization, and Head Start help people
transportation services. resources. END to stay on that road. END

#¥Se cbDiyea. Dana Singleton empathe

Stay-at-home mom understands to the birth of her ninth grandchild. Sheally, she said that the agency may have to

and works to help those without also is a fulitime student. take a look at fundraising, even in a down
She said her life experiences haveconomy. END

A N ECONOMICALLY MODEST helped her to serve the agency better.

childhood and raisingafamilyas fil f you have experience
a stayathome mom have in-out, then it is easier to understand what
formed Community Action Board Secreneeds t o be done to he
taryTr easur er Dana Si mgto thé fatired o Commumity iAdtion

ment to the agency and its goals. and its motto of f He |
Singletonbs commiTthmenstel ves Co mBungl e agency
nity Action goes back to at least Marclmu st conti nue to it ery

1997, when she f i rmeht of itsi popildtiont thae has giremet
board of directors. She has served asthee eds . 0

boardds treasur er s iHoweeer, BiAglktbn said ronk ob e
its secretary last October. agencyob6s chief chal
As a stayathome mom of seven, Sint he funds to meet t

THE HISTORY OF COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES(CAAS): 1964 - 1973: E ARLY PROGRESS

The Economic Opportunity Act was adopted in 1964. The period 1959 - 2004.
poverty rate (income - based) that year was 19 percent. 8 Many experts predicted the eradication of poverty by 1980,

With the creation of the Office of Economic Opportunity and assuming 1960s economic growth patterns continued. They
President Lyndon Johnsonds oWar ondpdW&tey hé ghpy aghges byethe oil
poverty rate had dropped to 11.1 percent, a 7.9 percent de- 1970s, followed by a real - dollars decrease in federal funds and
crease in just 10 years and the lowest it would be during the a consistently inconsistent economy (1980 through today).

AfWe have dramatically expanded early chil dh
its quality, because...the most formative

ing with-
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d Richard Bach, American Writer

VISTA volunteer joins staff; long-time staffer retires

Volunteer worked for Topeka May - July 2009
CapJournal; resource specialist  f Safe Kids Buckle Up Events
retires after 12 years of service !

separate
someone

you
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experience in developing media relations
for communitybased nonprofits, includ-
ng Topekabds Hel en
Community Action is one of severalMay2:10a.m.-2p.m., Ed Bozarth

OMMUNITY ACTION IS BOTH local agencies approved as a VISTA Vol Chevrolet, 3731 SW Topeka Blvd. (Safe
lucky to have a former newspaperunteer location.

Kids Week Event)

May 14: 4 -8 p.m., Dillons Store #58,
1400 SW Huntoon (SW Huntoon & Lane) |
May 19: 4 - 8 p.m., Dillons Store #54, pca
800 NW 25th (Hwy 24 and Rochester Rd.)

graphic designer and ad man vol- VISTA (Volunteers in Service to
unteering for the agency and saddened &tmer i ca) dat es
the retirement of a veteran staff member. run through Washburn University.
VISTA volunteer AmeriCorps was created in 1990 aniyyne 6 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., Bill Kobach
| Martin -~ Graham, provides the umbrella for two existinggyick, 1980 SW Topeka Blvd.
recently retired from national service programs, VISTA ancjune 16: 4 -8 p.m., Dillons Store #87,
- the Topeka Capital the National Civilian Community Corps. 5311 SW 22nd PI. (Fairlawn Plaza
~ | Journal, is working Gaines recently retired after 12 year Shopping Center)

with The First Tee of service as the July74-8p.m,Dilons Store#37,
“.and Safe Kids to information and referral. Gaines also wa 6829 SW 29th (SW 29th & Urish Rd.)

develop public infor- involved in data July25 10 am.-2 p.m., Dillons Store

bac

It ac
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Graham works with The
First Tee and Safe Kids.

mation and market-
ing strategies for the
two programs, while
Joyce Gaines, former Community Ser
vices Assistant, recently retired from he
position at the ag:¢

In addition to working in the graphic
design and advertising departments of t
CapitatJournal, Graham has extensiv

Two staff members

Housing Projects Director retires;
WZN Director moves on to new job

A

FTER TEN YEARS OF SERVING
Topeka and Northeast Kansas &
a member of Community Action,

Il nc. s housing pro
Bratton retired on March 20.

Bratton was

responsible  for

planning and

» maintenance ac-
tivities at Com-

muni ty A

four  housing

complexes, lo-
. cated in Clay

the primary recep-

tionist at the Swy-

gart Center.
Community

Gaines
best.

_ v the very
tyrd qr :,LQ'_: END

‘y goodbye

ville, Meriden and Topeka.
Weatherization
Services Projects Di-
rector Aaron Brucker
also bade farewell to
v the agency. After
three years with Com+
munity  Action,
| Brucker accepted a
position with the East
Central Kansas
(ECKAN) Commu-
nity Action Agency in Ottawa, Kans.
Community Action will miss both
Bratton and Brucker for their hard work,
senses of humor and commitment to th
agency and what it does in Central an

S W J

“aianr twel@mes tg
Graham and wishesj

entry and served as #67, 2010 SE 29th (SE 29th & California)

Changing Your Life Through

Better Money Management:
Turn dreamsWomk ohaget
Managing yoResomomeegs
Empl oymen't IABCisvi dua
Housi ng o pDevelopment Accounts

www.managingmymoney.com/

Community Action Directory

ADMINISTRATIONEARLYHEAD START
HOMEVISITATION

Hancock Center

1000 SE Hancock

Topeka, KS 666071578

Phone: 785235-9561 (866 -235-9561)
Fax: 785235-9564

COMMUNITYSERVICES HOUSINGANDHOME
SERVICES WEATHERIZATIONCACFP
Swygart Center

621 SE Swygart

Topeka, KS 666072070

Phone: 785235-9296 (800-792-7056)
Housing, Home Svcs. Phone: 78%35-6671
Weatherization Phone: 78532-3499
CACFP Phone: 78332-3258

Fax: 785290-3200

HEADSTART

Hudson Center

2410 SE Highland Ave.

Topeka, KS 666071765

Phone: 785266-0245 (800-792-8039)

R

Center, Leonard-

Northeast Kansas.

END Fax: 785266-4967

THE HISTORY OF COMMUNITY ACTION AGENCIES(CAAS): T RANSITIONS

By 1969, the OEO had started several programs recognizable
today, including Head Start, Legal Services, VISTA, Foster
Grandparents, Economic Development, Neighborhood Centers,

8§
8§

Summer Youth Programs, and Congregate Meal Sites.

However, in 1973, President Richard Nixon tried to abolish the
OEO, having already transferred

other federal agencies. However, Congress stepped in and
saved the OEO.

Nixon then directed his pick to raze the OEO, Howard Phillips,
not to spend the money Congress had allocated.

The Federal District Court in Washington, D.C. ruled that Nixon

mu c ¢ouldnbt refubedo speRdOunds allaatedby theé Qongreds.o
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Community Action, Inc.
ADMINISTRATIVEFFICES
1000 SE HANCOCKST.
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CAPLines is a publication of Community
Action, Inc. Inquiries regarding content may
be directed to Michael Bell.

Funding for this publication was provided in
part by the federal Community Services Block
Grant through the Kansas Housing Resources
Corporation.
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Helping People
Help Themselves

sl SWYygart may host Topeka ReStore

Humanity
Longstanding partnership maylead 7 Re St oreo location COMMUNITYACTIONCALENDAR s v y -
to Topeka site for donated materials 9art Center, 621 SE Swygart. May, June, July 2009

ReStore sites sell reusable and surpl

COLLABORATION BETWEEN building materials to the public at a frac -
A Community Action, Inc. and tion of their normal prices and use th Meetings

Topeka Habitat for Humanity proceeds to fund local Habitat construc May 6: Executive Committee
may provide cheaper and more environton. May 14: BOARDOFDIRECTORS EBMING
mentally friendly ways to provide afford-  Since all of the materials available & May 21: Head Start Review Committee
able housing for lovincome people. ReStore locations already have bee May 26: Program Committee

Housing Program Director Jewellmade, no energy is used or pollution pr¢ May 28: Housing Committee

Welch, Habitat for Humanity Interna- duced from their resale. June 3 Executive Committee ,
tional 6s Stuart Jamrhers are five ReState lodatiopse il 3Un€ 18 Head Start Review Committee
Habitat President Jerry Billinger met inKansas, including Kansas City, Lawrence JUNGERSEragramEchiies

: - . A July I Executive Committee
March to discuss establishing a TopekManhattan, MaryszIeHznbditZl/lc?(:[ra. " Julv 9 BOARDOFDIRECTORS EAHING

. July 14: Community Committee
manity was founded 3yly 16 Head Start Review Committee
in 1976. The Topeka jyly 23 Housing Committee

chapter was officially ' July 28 Program Committee
incorporated in 1984 July. Personnel Committee TBA

and celebrates its July Finance Committee TBA

25th anniversary on

May 14. Events, Holidays

m a’:i: cc))rz rg;)re T énfglr(-a May 25th: Memorial Day (Agency Closed)
Habitat ¢ P July 3rd Independence Day Holiday
abitat, go tavww. (Agency Closed)

topekahabitat.
g Program Director Jewell Welch, Habitat for Humanity
tional 6s Stuart Jamieson, and 0rg. END
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