
COMMUNITY  ACTIONôS 

M ISSION SUMMARY  
 

To alleviate the causes and 

conditions of poverty through 

the promotion of public policy 

that helps those in poverty 

move to greater self-reliance 

and by providing services and 

resources that meet basic needs, 

promote self-reliance and 

enhance the quality of life for 

individuals and families. 

 

THE PROMISE  OF  

COMMUNITY  ACTION  
 

Community Action changes 

peopleôs lives, embodies the 

spirit of hope, improves  

communities and makes 

 America a better place to live. 

 

We care about the entire  

community, and we are  

dedicated to helping people 

help themselves and each other. 
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A 
S THE TEN-YEAR PERIOD LATER CALLED 

the ñMe Decadeò began in 1970, the 

nation was in flux. The most turbulent 

decade of the 20th century, the 1960s, had ended 

with social unrest and a controversial war juxta-

posed against landmark civil rightsô legislation 

and the first moon landing. After the ó60s, no 

one could be quite sure what awaited the nation 

in the ó70s. 

 Shawnee County Community Assistance and 

Action, Inc., later Community Action, Inc. was 

created in 1970 to wage locally President Lyn-

don Johnsonôs ñWar on Poverty.ò 

 Forty years later Community Action, Inc. is 

still dedicated to Johnsonôs call to ñstrik(e) away 

at the barriers to full participation in our soci-

ety.ò 

 For Community Action, the ñMe Decadeò 

was instead the ñWe Decade.ò 

BEGINNINGS  

 By 1973, SCCAA had established itself 

through Head Start, the Oakland Health Unit, the 

Neighborhood Youth Corps, and its Emergency 

Center. What made the agencyôs services unique 

was that they were all locally created and admin-

istered. SCCAA also was instrumental in retain-

ing Topeka Transit, the cityôs 

bus service. Agency funding  

for that year was almost $1 

million. 

MEETING  CHALLENGES  

OVER THE  DECADES 

 By 1980, SCCAA  

had added the East To- 

peka Senior Center,  

Family Day Care Homes,  

Housing Energy Assist- 

ance Program (HEAP),  

HUD Housing Coun- 

seling, and a satellite  

center on alcohol and  

drug abuse. The agency also opened the Deer 

Creek Child Development Center. Funding for 

1980 was just over $1.5 million. 

 By 1990 Elderly Outreach and Weatheriza-

tion and Energy Conservation services had been 

added to the agencyôs programs. Community 

Action funding was $2.3 million. 

 By 2000 two housing complexes; in Leo-

nardville and Topeka, KS; had become part of 

agency services. Funding for the year was just 

over $5.6 million. 

 In 2009 Community Action added Meriden 

Heights to its list of housing complexes that also 

includes the McKinley Apartments in Clay Cen-

ter. Head Start, one of the original services of-

fered, had already expanded to include Early 

Head Start, and last year included two demon-

stration projects. The American Recovery and 

Reinvestment Act added approximately $2.6  

million in federal funding, which made total 

agency funding for 2009 nearly $7.3 million. 

THE FUTURE  

 As Community Action, Inc. continues into 

the new millennium, the call to ñhelp people 

help themselves and 

each otherò will  

continue to be its 

credo and its  

vision.   END 


