
May is Community Action Month! 
 
Each May the Community Action network of approximately 1,000 local private and public Community Action 
!ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ό/!!ǎύ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ȅƴŘƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƛƴ мфсп ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ 
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ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦέ 
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ōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴΥ ¢ƘŜ tƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ tŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎΦέ 
 

ά¢ƘŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇǎ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !Ŏπ
ǘƛƻƴ Ƙŀǎ ŦƻǊƎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΣέ /!t ǎŀȅǎΣ 
άƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ŦŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀƎŜƴŎƛŜǎτwhose 
staff serve as panelists and speakers at 
our conventions, and work with us on 
grant and funding opportunitiesτand 
with national organizationsτwho call on 
us to be a part of coalitions and dissemi-
nate information to you on poverty data, 
webinars, sign on letters, and confer-
ŜƴŎŜǎέ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǊŜŎƻƎƴƛȊŜŘΦ 
 
Those partnerships were necessitated by 
funding realities, common goals and a col-
legial spirit that imbues CAAs to do their 
work. ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ 
smooth. From attempts to abolish the 
CAAs to the abolition of the Office of Eco-
nomic Opportunity (OEO, which housed 
the Community Action initiative at its 
start) to the establishment of competitive 
Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) 
funding and continual Congressional inter-
vention to maintain even those funds, the 
ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ ǇŜǊπ
severed and grown to help 16 million low-
income people in 96 percent of the na-
ǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻǳƴǘƛŜǎ ǘƻ ŀƴƴǳŀƭƭȅ ŀŎƘƛŜǾŜ ŜŎƻπ

nomic stability. 
 
The work of the CAAs is particularly important during the recent economic downturn, where millions of peo-
ple across the nation have discovered that they are just a paycheck or two away from poverty. 
 
On the national level, the Community Action Partnership national office works with federal partners on anti-
poverty strategies and outreach to low-income individuals on key issues: 
 
 

 

Helping People 
Help Themselves Since 1970 

40th Anniversary  
Free Tax Preparation, E-Filing and  

Counseling Services 

Volunteers 

Back-to-School Fair 

Head Start 

The First Tee of Shawnee County 

Weatherization 

CACFP 

Affordable Housing 

Elderly 
Services 

Safe Kids Shawnee County 

Board of Directors 

Scholarships 


