
Head Start, Early Head Start 
 

Head Start, launched in 1964, was designed to help break the 
cycle of poverty facing preschool children in  low-income  
families. Today, Head Start is a comprehensive child  
development program available to income- eligible families  
at no cost.   
 
Community Action Head start provides home-based,  
center-based, and family child care experiences for children. 
As a combined Early Head Start and Head Start program, services 
are available for prenatal women, infants and children through 
kindergarten age. In Kansas, children are eligible for kindergarten 
the year they become five years old, on or before August 31.  
 

Early Head Start services; for prenatal women and children through age 3, on or before August 31; are  
available through Community Action program for families throughout Shawnee County.  
 
Head Start services; for preschool children ages 3 or 4, on or before  
August 31; are available through Community Action program for families in the eastern portion of USD 501 
Topeka Public Schools and the Shawnee County portions of USD 437 Auburn-Washburn School District, USD 
345 Seaman School District, and USD 450 Shawnee Heights School District. 
 
Head Start Eligibility Criteria: 
To be eligible, a child must live in the Community Action Head Start  
service area and be three (3) or four (4) years old on or before August 
31 of the school year in which a child is applying to attend. Transfers 
from other areas of Shawnee county may be approved. 
 
At the time of application, residency will be verified with a valid lease, 
mortgage statement or utility statement. A state-certified birth  
certificate is required as verification of age. 
 
Children from families receiving public assistance (TANF or SSI) are  
eligible for Early Head Start and Head Start services regardless of family 
income. Foster children are also Early Head Start- and Head  
Start-eligible regardless of their foster family's income. For families 
with other income sources, a full year's proof of income is required for 
review at the time of application. 
 
 

HEAD START,  

EARLY HEAD START  

Community Action, Inc.  
Topeka, Kansas  

Serving Counties in Central and Northeast Kansas  

 

Community Action empowers individuals, families and  
communities to overcome poverty through education, advocacy,  

prevention and services to meet basic human needs.  
We offer hope and assistance with respect and understanding.  

Helping People 

Help Themselves Since 1970 



Application opportunities are reserved for families making no more than 130% of the annually published  
program income guidelines. Automatic income eligibility does not guarantee enrollment. 

 
Income-eligible families will be placed on a waiting list until services become available for their children.   
 
Head Start Center Locations:  
Community Action Hudson Center 
2410 SE Highland Ave. 
Topeka, KS 66605 
Phone: 785-266-0245 (800-792-8039) 
Fax: 785-266-4967   
 
Tecumseh North Elementary (One Classroom)  
314 SE Stanton Rd.  
Tecumseh, KS 66542   
 
Wabaunsee County 
PO Box 151  
McFarland, KS 66501  
785-765-2227   
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1 $10,890 $13,613 $14,157 $16,335 $20,147 $21,780 $27,247 
2 $14,710 $18,388 $19,123 $22,065 $27,214 $29,420 $35,630 
3 $18,530 $23,163 $24,089 $27,795 $34,281 $37,060 $44,014 
4 $22,350 $27,938 $29,055 $33,525 $41,348 $44,700 $52,397 
5 $26,170 $32,713 $34,021 $39,255 $48,414 $52,340 $60,781 
6 $29,990 $37,488 $38,987 $44,985 $55,482 $59,980 $69,164 
7 $33,810 $42,263 $43,953 $50,715 $62,549 $67,620 $70,736 
8 $37,630 $47,038 $48,919 $56,445 $69,616 $75,260 $72,308 

Each addi-
tional person 

$  3,820 $  4,775 $  4,966 $  5,730 $  7,067 $  7,640 Consult  
program staff 

Please note that Community Action, Inc. program services MAY be available at the indicated levels. However, other qualifiers may apply. 

Consult program staff for detailed information. Guidelines effective through Dec. 31, 2011. 

Community Action, Inc.  
Topeka, Kansas  

Serving Counties in Central and Northeast Kansas  

 

Community Action empowers individuals, families and  
communities to overcome poverty through education, advocacy,  

prevention and services to meet basic human needs.  
We offer hope and assistance with respect and understanding.  

Helping People 

Help Themselves Since 1970 


