
Community Action, Inc.  
Topeka, Kansas  

Serving Counties in Central and Northeast Kansas  

 

Community Action empowers individuals, families and  
communities to overcome poverty through education, advocacy,  

prevention and services to meet basic human needs.  
We offer hope and assistance with respect and understanding.  

Helping People 

Help Themselves Since 1970 

May is Community Action Month! 
 
Each May the Community Action network of approximately 1,100 local private and public Community Action 
!ƎŜƴŎƛŜǎ ό/!!ǎύ ŎƻƳƳŜƳƻǊŀǘŜǎ ŀƴŘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜǎ ǿƘŀǘ tǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘ [ȅƴŘƻƴ WƻƘƴǎƻƴ ƛƴ мфсп ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άǎǘǊƛƪƛƴƎ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ōŀǊǊƛŜǊǎ ǘƻ Ŧǳƭƭ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅέ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŦǳƭŦƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tǊƻƳƛǎŜ ƻŦ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ 
άŎƘŀƴƎŜǎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎ ƭƛǾŜǎΣ ŜƳōƻŘƛŜǎ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƛǊƛǘ ƻŦ ƘƻǇŜΣ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜǎ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪŜǎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀ ŀ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
ǇƭŀŎŜ ǘƻ ƭƛǾŜΦέ 
 

The Community Action Partnership (CAP), 
the national consortium of CAAs, has des-
ƛƎƴŀǘŜŘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŀǎ 
ά²ƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ hǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ŀƴŘ 9ŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ 
{ŜŎǳǊƛǘȅ ƛƴ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀΦέ 
 
2011 looks to pose serious challenges to 
CAAs not seen in decades. According to 
Community Action Partnership President 
and CEO Don Mathis, those challenges will 
ƻŎŎǳǊ ǿƘƛƭŜ άŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ  
!ŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ 
all-time high. Poverty, unemployment, 
and SNAP/food stamp rates are rising. 
(The) core funding -- the Community    
Services Block Grant (CSBG) -- is in serious 
jeopardy. 
 
ά¢ƘŜ hōŀƳŀ !ŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΣέ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜŘ 
aŀǘƘƛǎΣ άƛǎ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ŀ рл ǇŜǊŎŜƴǘ Ŏǳǘ ƛƴ 
CSBG funds. (It) also (wants) to               
ǊŜǎǘǊǳŎǘǳǊŜ /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ !ŎǘƛƻƴΩǎ             
administrative and services delivery      
systems in ways that potentially could  
dissolve our 47-year track record of local 
control, local partnerships, and            
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜƳŜƴǘΦέ 
 

Those 47 years have featured partnerships necessitated by funding realities, common goals and a collegial 
spirit that imbues CAAs to do their work. ¢ƘŜ ǊƻŀŘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ōŜŜƴ ǎƳƻƻǘƘΦ CǊƻƳ ŀǘǘŜƳǇǘǎ ǘƻ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ 
CAAs to the abolition of the Office of Economic Opportunity (OEO, which housed the Community Action    
initiative at its start) to the establishment of competitive Community Services Block Grant (CSBG) funding and 
Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭ /ƻƴƎǊŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ ƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƴŀƛƴǘŀƛƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŦǳƴŘǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ǇƻǾŜǊǘȅ ŦƛƎƘǘƛƴƎ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ Ƙŀǎ 

 

Helping People 

Help Themselves Since 1970 Free Tax Preparation, E-Filing and  
Counseling Services 

Volunteers 

Back-to-School Fair 

Head Start 

The First Tee of Shawnee County 

Weatherization 

CACFP 

Affordable Housing 

Elderly 
Services 

Safe Kids Shawnee County 

Board of Directors 

Scholarships 

Free Food 
Distribution 


